Welcome to Start Common Core Writing. In this
volume, I hope to accomplish these things: 1)
Provide you with 12 writing lessons that are
perfectly aligned with the Common Core State
Standards for Writing for Kindergarten. 2)
Provide you with a set of graphic organizers that
will assist your students by providing a scaffold
for their writing attempts and will provide you
with a way to differentiate instruction when necessary. 3) Align the
lessons in a way that allows you to teach a topic strand that will
run through the three required genres in the Common Core.
I have picked topics that are universal for small children and
timeless for teaching. You will be able to teach these lessons year
after year as they remain new for each group of students. Since the
lessons are so general, you will also see ways to modify them for
your specific population and their interests and your other
curriculum requirements.
These Common Core lessons can be taught as a series, or you can
pick and choose your favorites. My recommendation is that these
lessons are taught as part of the Writer’s Workshop portion of your
writing curriculum. Please see my guide “Start to Write: 2nd
Edition” on my website www.teacherjodieblack.com for all the
information you would need to conduct a successful Writer’s
Workshop in your classroom. There are many other kindergarten
teaching resources at my site that I hope you will browse through.
My students and I had a blast doing these writing lessons. We got
to know each other better through the writing history we created
over the school year. I know you will appreciate the community
atmosphere that is created with your students through this series
of lessons. Good luck to you and your students as you Start
Common Core Writing.
Jodie Black
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Lesson 1A: Favorite Book Posters
Writing Type/Genre: Standard 1:
Opinion
Standards-Based Outcomes: Common
Core State Standards for ELA: Writing
Standards K-5: 1.Use a combination of
drawing, dictating and writing to compose
opinion pieces in which students tell a
reader the topic or the name of the book
they are writing about and state an
opinion or preference about the topic or
book. 6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety
of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers.
Student Outcomes: At the end of this lesson students will be able
to express an opinion about a favorite book by writing several
sentences in reference to the book in a poster format.
Audience and Purpose: Early in the school year, my students have
themselves and each other as a main audience. Parents always
have the opportunity to view our work which might be on display or
might be in writing folders. When parents stop by for a “How is my
kid doing?” informal conference, I invariably pull out the writing
folder and have the student read and share all of the accumulated
writing work. This particular lesson lends itself to a dynamic
display for “Back to School” night or “Open House” night.
Pre-requisite Skills/Background Knowledge: Students are going
to draw upon all of their background knowledge with letter sound
correspondences. It may be that you take some dictation for some
students. If students are able to indicate even the beginning

sounds of what they are trying to write, let that be the level at
which they work. I believe in letting the children write what they
can and “make up” the rest.
Resources/Supplies Needed: You might need several of each of
the three levels of graphic organizers for this lesson. Organizer (1)
is for the highest level writers in your class. Organizer (2) is for the
middle level kids and Organizer (3) for the lower level writers. If it
seems easier or more controlled for you to provide all the students
with the same organizer, then by all means do that. No organizer?
You bet! My students glued the organizer to the bottom of a
12”x18” sheet of white construction paper so that the top half of the
paper could be made into a large illustration from the favorite book.
You might also wish to have your students Google some images
from their favorite book, print them and create a collage of images.
Crayons, markers and/or colored pencils will be needed for the
illustrations.
Mentor Text(s): If you are teaching this lesson early in the year, I
suggest choosing one text and having the whole class write about
this favorite. Later in the year, I suggest you have each child either
check out a school library book or bring a book from home. I also
think everyone would benefit from doing this lesson more than once
during the year.
Brief Overview of Lesson: In order to meet Common Core State
Standard One, which seems overly concerned with favorite books,
the students will both write and illustrate in reference to their
favorite book. A favorite book poster will be created during this
lesson.
Steps in Implementation: I am going to describe this lesson as a
series of steps. You may wish to divide these steps over a series of
days, or at least take short breaks between the steps for short

attention spans. I am going to suggest a Fall lesson plan and a
Spring lesson plan. You might pick a point between the two, or
adjust up or down for your population and the time of year.
In Fall, using one mentor text:
1. Read and reread the favored book over the course of two or
three days. Start to list, written or orally, the reasons why the
class favors this book.
2. On the board or active board, brainstorm lots of ideas with the
children that will generate responses to fill the boxes on
Organizer (3):
What are some of our favorite parts?
Why do we like this book?
What other kinds of books do we
like?
3. Model filling out an organizer with
your own ideas. Let the children
borrow your ideas if they need to.
4. Let the children copy responses to fill
their organizer, or move away from
the board and let the children write
their own responses using transitional spelling.
5. Glue the organizer to the bottom of a 12”x18” piece of white
construction paper. Allow the children to draw and color an
illustration representing an image from the book.
6. Take time to have the children read or “pretend read” their
posters to the class. Display the posters.
In Spring, using individual mentor texts:
1. By now the children should be well versed in sounding our
words and using sight vocabulary to write fairly accurate
sentences. Use one, two or three of the organizers, depending
on the level of your class and the level of control you wish to
maintain. Model filling out you own organizer about your own

2.
3.
4.

5.

favorite book. Children who do not need an organizer, should
not be using one at all.
Allow the children to fill out their organizer.
Create a poster, as describe previously.
If you can use your computer lab for this, let the children
Google images of their favorite book and print them, hopefully
in color, to create a collage for their poster.
Read and display the posters.

Revision Strategy: Revision in kindergarten is a delicate and
tricky process. I rarely recommend having kindergartners copy
anything over. Imagine all the work put into a generating a piece of
writing when you are five and then someone asks you to do the
same thing again! Crikey! But that doesn’t mean there shouldn’t be
some attention to revision. My 27 years of experience teaching
primary children, 16 of those being in kindergarten, have taught me
these rules for revision:
1. If a child gets so messed up that they can’t continue, throw it away and
start over!
2. If a child doesn’t like what they’ve done, throw it away and start over!
3. Be realistic. Kindergartners are just learning to write. Revision is every
new thing they do. Every new letter, every new sound, every new word,
every new sentence, every new genre is new. Every time a student does
something they have never done before, that’s revision. Kindergarten
revision can be called envision!
4. Changes do not need to be made in a current piece of writing. An idea
for how to make a piece better can be applied to a future work. This is
revision for kindergartners.
5. Very often share completed work in class. Let the comments and
suggestions of classmates be a subtle and effective pressure to revise in a
future document. “That doesn’t make sense.” “What was the dog’s
name?” “I can’t tell what your picture is showing.” These comments
coming from classmates are powerful to kindergartners and will spur
revisions.
6. There are no such things as “dead words” in kindergarten. “Said” cannot
be dead when we don’t even know how to spell it yet. About the only
word I ever suggest they use less is “then.” And even then only if they
know how to use it before I limit it.
7. 3 Red Dots: Occasionally, when a student has made a similar error
throughout a piece of writing, for example writing “hav” in several

sentences, I use this trick: Using a skinny marker, I put a tiny red dot
under each error. I tell the child how to fix the error and walk away
while they fix it. If the errors are dissimilar, put no more than three dots!
They can’t remember what they were meant to fix when you add more
items.
8. Gray It Out: When a child has erased and erased and the text is no
longer legible, but the paper still has room to write on it or text that is
satisfactory, I instruct the children to “gray out” the ugly part. Using a
gray crayon, the student colors right over their errors, hiding them, but
leaving room for the existing or more correct text without discarding the
whole.
9. Do more than one lesson demonstrating how to make a text more
interesting and informative by adding additional sentences. Students
who are ready to hear this idea will and those who aren’t ready won’t.
10. Do more than one lesson about using conjunctions to make simple
sentences complex. Give your students a spelling list of these words for
referencing and teach them how to reference it.

Refer back to this revision list for all of the succeeding lessons!

Rubric:

Standard
Poster

Emerging/
Developing

Approaching Meeting

Exceeding

Organizer 3:

Student leaves all or
some of the
organizer
incomplete.

Student
completes more
than one section
of the organizer
with letters
matching sounds.

Student completes
each section of the
organizer with
letters matching
sounds.

Student completes the
organizer adequately and
creates an illustration for
the poster that represents
an image from the book.

Student leaves some Student fills in
of the organizer
each portion of
incomplete.
the organizer with
letters matching
sounds.

Student fills in each
portion of the
organizer and is able
to write a word or
more in each
section.

Student completes entire
organizer and writes a
phrase or sentence for
each description, and
where necessary
expressing a preference or
opinion.

Student leaves all or
some of the
organizer or
illustration
incomplete.

Student completes
all of the organizer
forming complete
sentences for each
section, and where
necessary
expressing an
opinion. Student
completes an
illustration.

Student completes the
organizer with language
beyond what was
demonstrated in the lesson
model, and where
necessary expressing an
opinion. The illustration
shows a complex idea
relating to the favorite
book.

Low

Organizer 2:

Middle

Organizer 1:

High

Student
completes some
of the organizer
and does an
illustration.

Student Samples:

Makena writes: Dogs 101 I
like this book because I have
the dog at my house. I
learned that dogs are very
important. You would like this
books because you like dogs.
Makena used Organizer (1)

Morgan writes: My favorite
book is Little Cottontail.
My favorite part of the
book is when the little
rabbit says, “When will I
grow up? I like when the
rabbit is grown up and is
happy. Other people would
like this book if they like
rabbits too. I like books
about all kinds of animals. I
also like to read all kinds of
books. Morgan used
Organizer (2).

Kaylee writes: My favorite
book is I Can Read with My
Eyes Shut! My favorite part is
Cat in the Hat’s eyebrows get
hot. I like it because I like Dr.
Seuss’ illustrations. I like
books about Olivia and Dr.
Seuss. Kaylee used
Organizer (3).

Universal Access: As I mentioned, accomplished writers should
not use an organizer if they are able to complete the assignment
without one. The goal is for the children to organize their writing in
a way that demonstrates their own level of creativity. Giving them
organizers at the outset of the year introduces them to the variety of
ways that work can be organized, possibly leading them to their
own ideas later in the year. You may wish to forego the organizer
for special education students if they might only express their
preference with an illustration. This lesson can be easily adjusted
for use with older students.

Connections/Extensions: As your students tackle subject matter
in science or social studies, it would be a good use of time to create
a favorite book poster on a content related book. Or have your
students create a favorite topic poster: Mammals, Tools, Forces, etc.
Bibliography: From my website, please click through to
Amazon.com to view some resources I have suggested.
www.teacherjodieblack.com

